THE GOSPEL OF MARK. . .

From the healing of the demoniac, and
Jesus’ authority over unclean spirits, we turn to

the healing of the bleeding woman and the restoring of =
Jairus’s daughter —and thus Jesus’ power over debilitating = =
illness and even death itself. We see that nothing can separate us - =
from the love of God and his desire to heal us. =§
21 And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, : .ﬂ_u : __5, ;

a great crowd gathered about him, and he was beside the sea. 22 Then came one..

of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, he fell at his feet 23 and

implored him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at the point of death. Come

your hands on her, so that she may be made well and live.” 24 And he went with
And a great crowd followed him and thronged about him. 25 And there Ww

who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, 26 and who had suffered much un-

der many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was no better but rc::ﬂ‘ie"’)L grew g~

worse. 27 She had heard the reports about Jesus and came up behind him in the V;:'?'
crowd and touched his garment. 28 For she said, “If | touch even his garments, . =.

| will be made well.” 29 And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and L, e
she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. 30 And Jesus, L ol
perceiving in him himself that power had gone out from him, imme- @ : F
diately turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my FIRST
garments2” 31 And his disciples said to him, “You see the @ s {7157 SHUREH /&3&
crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, "Who i .

touched me2’” 32 And he looked around to see i
N ‘




who had done it. 33 But the
woman, knowing what had
happened to her, came in fear and
trembling and fell down before him and
told him the whole truth. 34 And he said to
her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well;
go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”
35 While he was still speaking, there came
from the ruler’s house some who said, “Your daughter
is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further2” 36 But
overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the
synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” 37 And he allowed
no one to follow him except Peter and James and John the
brother of James. 38 They came to the house of the ruler of
the synagogue, and Jesus saw a commotion, people weep-
ing and wailing loudly.39 And when he had entered, he said
to them, “Why are you making a commotion and weeping?
The child is not dead but sleeping.” 40 And they laughed at
him. But he put them all outside and took the child’s father
and mother and those who were with him and went in where
the child was. 41 Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Ta-
litha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, | say to you, arise.” 42
And immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she
was twelve years of age), and they were immediately over-
come with amazement. 43 And he strictly charged them that
no one should know this, and told them to give her something
fo eat.

Mo

Commentary Notes: Juestions:
vv. 21-24a. Crossing westward the Sea of Galilee, Discuss: an we charac-
back into Israel, Jesus meets Jairus. Synagogue rulers were s one of the
chief administrators of the synogogue, those key places of agogue, how
Jewish instruction and prayer, whose responsibilities included ach to Jesus
looking after the building and supervising worship. While not



rupted the last time that
eread Mark 3:1-6.

a priest, Jairus surely would have
known that Jesus was persona non
grata in the synagogue (3:1-6); yet,
he risks his reputation and eschews
his pride to (in echo of the demoniac
in 5:6) fall at Jesus' feet.

n such desperate need
bur reputation and pride
identify with Jairuse

vv. 24b-29. Jesus’ path to heal
Jairus’s daughter is interrupted by the
desperate pursuit for healing of the
women with a hemorrhage.

Mark vividly describes the
woman's suffering, noting the phys-
ical, emotional, and financial cost
of her illness. Having heard what
healing works Jesus has performed
so far in his ministry, she reaches out
to touch his garments: an action that
would have been socially improper BZEE ifei= ntw (hapto), “to touch”,
in a Middle Eastern context, even es, we see in these nar-
apart from her ceremonial unclean- ly unclean is Jesus’ stan-
it is this touching that
info community. How
of Christ this week, par-
needs for community?

estament says with
nclean, by reading

s knowing this histori-
rstand the plight of the
at did Anthony preach in
verses correctly?

in your past, apparent
be key matters of minis-
ipse

ness; yet at the same time, an action
that highlights the woman’s courage
and faith, and that results in miracu-
lous immediate healing.

vv. 30-34. In a chapter in Meditate: d truth that Jesus wants
which we have seen Jesus portrayed order to be with, touch,
as fully divine, miraculously driving >ur heart this week?
out the legion demons and then refer-
ring to himself as “The Lord” (5:19), Rk of Christ in both of
here we see Jesus portrayed as ful- you to step out farther
ly human, asking who touched his esence and touch that is
clothing, ostensibly not knowing. r the Spirit's direction.




Yet Jesus does recognize that
Sduvauw, dynamin (power,
force, ability) had gone out of
him.

urrently, momentarily

The woman cannot keep
silent; fearful and trembling—
most likely as God's reign has
become instantaneously manifest
in her life, after 12 years of suf-
fering—finds herself in the same
position of Jairus: at Jesus' feet.

Addressing her as “daugh-
ter”, Jesus welcomes her into the
family of faith, commending her
trust in his power.

power, and grace.
oman (4th century)
ons.wikimedia.org)

ose considered unclean

t kind of persons are de-
srses provide critical back-
Jesus is doing here?

vv. 35-43. The narrative
of Jairus returns, as the incident
of the woman's healing delayed
Jesus long enough that Jairus’s
daughter is dead.

Yet Jesus' words to “just be -BBIEIE places the narrative of
lieve” strengthen Jairus's resolute d inside that of Jairus and
faith; note Jairus in no way tries stories relate? What are
to blame Jesus for his daughter’s id Anthony highlighte
death; nor does he try to dis-
suade Jesus from his journey. Discuss: words, “Do not fear, only

What results is a mirac- riate to the given context
ulous reversal of the power of could these same words
death. Putting out the large an admonishing tone to
group of mourners, expected ferent context?
around a synagogue ruler, and
their rebuking laughter, Jesus
raises the girl from death to life.

rist’s hands, working to re-
ommunity, and new life.



