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A head on a platter: that is the literary
context of this week’s Markan passage of the
feeding of the 5,000. The cost of discipleship for the
twelve disciples, and us by extension, could hardly be stark-
er than the murder of John the Baptist. :
Yet, if we are prone to dismay before such a cost, Mark returns to
a meal to remind us of whom we serve: Jesus Christ, who is himself Yahweh,
the God who formed a people out of the wilderness of Egyptian slavery to be 2
their good shepherd leading them to green pasture. So it is that when we are sent out
to serve by his word and his power, we see his economy of miraculous multiplication.

el

" ["r' The Miracle of the Bread 7
and the Fish
Giovanni Lanfranco 7~
1620s

(commons.wikimedia.org) .

a
30 [he apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that F| RS_I’_;&*’ .
they had done and taught. 31 And he said to them, “Come @ soomisronvacn |

away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a
while.” For many were coming and going, and they



had no leisure even to eat. 32

And they went away in the boat

to a desolate place by themselves.

33 Now many saw them going and
recognized them, and they ran there on
foot from all the towns and got there ahead of
them. 34 When he went ashore he saw a great
crowd, and he had compassion on them, because
they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began
to teach them many things. 35 And when it grew late, his
disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place,
and the hour is now late. 36 Send them away to go into the
surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves
something to eat.” 37 But he answered them, “You give

them something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go
and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to
them to eat?” 38 And he said to them, “How many loaves
do you have? Go and see.” And when they had found out,
they said, “Five, and two fish.” 39 Then he commanded them
all to sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat
down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. 41 And taking
the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and
said a blessing and broke the loaves and gave them to the
disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two
fish among them all. 42 And they all ate and were satisfied.
43 And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and
of the fish. 44 And those who ate the loaves were five thou-
sand men. Commentary Notes:

Juestions:

vv. 30-31. As Mark resumes his account of the mission  BAZ=refizer - are you in
of the twelve, after the flashback interruption of the murder of Jesus this
John the Baptist, he begins by noting the incredible level of
interest in the gospel: the disciples’ faithful response to Jesus’ sw minutes,
sending means that they can’t even find time to grab a meal!
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So then does Jesus invite them
to the respite of a “desert/desolate
place”.

Keep in mind that the Greek
in verse 31 for “leisure” is the same
word root for “opportunity” in é:21 —
g0kaipouv (eukairoun). ltis a rare
word in the NT, only used two other
times. Clearly, Mark wants to tie to-
gether this feeding with the “feeding”
that has come before in the macabre
murder-banquet of Herod.
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vv. 32-33. Through the gospel,
Jesus has repeatedly needed to get
away from the crowds. Such is the
case here. Yet, rather than feeling
frustrated or annoyed, he responds
here with great compassion, “teach-
ing them many things,” as only the
most patient of teachers would do.
The image of this compassionate
shepherd-teacher would have called
to mind a number of Old Testament
images, including Psalm 23, Ezekiel

34, and Numbers 27.
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vv. 34-35. The “desolate” /"~ BB s disciples would have
quiet” place is literally a “desert ay and find respite,
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topos) a land apart from cultivation,
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vv. 37-38. By the word of Jesus—
even in an uncultivated place —the disci-
ples are to provide for the crowd’s hunger.
The emphatic Greek pronoun (AdTe...
vuelc) makes unmistakable Jesus’ mes-
sage: “You yourselves give them to eat.”  BEBJIIe= >f Christ becomes

Mark’s gospel is the only text to note d feeding that meets
the denarii amount. 200 denarii repre- what ways in the next
sented about eight months of an average on Group be demon-
worker’s salary at the time. As it would Christ by meeting
have been impossible for the disciples to urhood in ways that
carry around that much money, their re- irticular, consider,
sponse “Shall we go and buy 200 denarii s and two fish” —
worth of bread” likely carries sarcastic and talents, which
overtones. Mark thus seems to highlight ord to bless others?
their incomprehension of God's economy. in this regards.

vv. 38-41. Jesus commands the Encourage: in the past have you
crowds to sit down—literally, divided into abundantly meet
dinner parties (symposia), and organized hen the needs seemed
into plots (prasia). Prasia actually means 1ge one another with
“garden beds,” and the subtext seems to
be one of a new creation, a reminder of
the garden of Eden—a picture of flower-
ing, out of the desolate desert experience.

Note also that the loaves likely echo
Isaiah 49:9-10, where we read that in the
new exodus God’s people will not hunger.
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vv. 42-44. "King” Herod’s meal re-
sults in murder; King Jesus’ meal results in
miraculous multiplication, with the number
of leftover baskets matching the disciples’
(and Israel tribes’) number— 121
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