THE GOSPEL OF MARK._

Resuming our Sermon Study Guides
in their full format, we come upon one of the most
fascinating New Testament texts, in our ongoing study
of discipleship that is the Book of Mark—the transfiguration.

“Transfiguration” A Sonnet by Malcolm Guite

For that one moment, ‘in and out of time

On that one mountain where all moments meet,
The daily veil that covers the sublime

In darkling glass fell dazzled at his feet.

There were no angels full of eyes and wings
Just living glory full of truth and grace.

The Love that dances at the heart of things
Shone out upon us from a human face

And to that light the light in us leaped up,

We felt it quicken somewhere deep within,

A sudden blaze of long-extinguished hope
Trembled and tingled through the tender skin.
Nor can this blackened sky, this darkened scar
Eclipse that glimpse of how things really are. @

Reflect. How does Malcolm Guite's poetic
imagery of the transfiguration move you?




9 And he said to them,

“Truly, | say to you, there are some
standing here who will not taste death
until they see the kingdom of God after it
has come with power.”

2 And after six days Jesus took with him
Peter and James and John, and led them up a high
mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured be-
fore them, 3 and his clothes became radiant, intensely
white, as no one on earth could bleach them. 4 And there
appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with
Jesus. 5 And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are
here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and
one for Elijah.” 6 For he did not know what to say, for they were
terrified. 7 And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came
out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” 8 And
suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them
but Jesus only.

9 And as they were coming down the mountain, he
charged them to tell no one what they had seen, until the Son of
Man had risen from the dead. 10 So they kept the matter to them-
selves, questioning what this rising from the dead might mean. 11
And they asked him, “Why do the scribes say that first Elijah must
come?” 12 And he said to them, “Elijah does come first to restore
all things. And how is it written of the Son of Man that he should
suffer many things and be treated with contempt2 13 But | tell you
that Elijah has come, and they did to him whatever they pleased,
as it is written of him.”

Commentary Notes: Juestions:
v. 1. To what event does the kingdom of God coming Discuss: ight verse 1
in power refer? Scholars debate: the end-times parousia, f connective
the subsequent transfiguration, Jesus’ resurrection, etc. For hat we saw
a scholarly approach to this verse, considering reading K. E. ark 8 and this
Brower's article “Mark 9:1: Seeing the Kingdom in Power.”
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they ought to build tents. Why2 Com-
mentators speculate: Peter simply wants

to prolong their gathering; he is thinking
of the Feast of Booths; Mark is pointing to
Israel’s wilderness experience; Mark is us-
ing one of Isaiah’s terms for the heavens.
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