As we continue on our extended exam-
ination of the Gospel of Mark during this Lenten season,
we focus on one key question:

What does cruciform (cross-shaped) disciple look like? " i
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Towards the goal of cultivating congregational reflection on these ques-
fions, we have for you here a Study Guide Light: a slimmer version of our weekly
Study Guides that follow the sermon series. The purpose in writing this slimmer versior

weeklong in the sermon passages by utilizing these questions in discussion, re
sion, meditation, and prayer with a Connection Group. Indeed, Connection Group

— At
one of the primary forms of discipleship in our church life. s S
g ‘&" -
For those who have come to love the Study Guides in their longerfor-
mat of questions and verse-by-verse commentary notes,remember that ,é '

will are still providing that material on a weekly basis.

— Stuart Campbell /)
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10 And he left there
and went fo the region of Judea Mark 10:
and beyond the Jordan, and crowds
gathered to him again. And again, as
was his custom, he taught them.
2 And Pharisees came up and in order
to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce

his wife2” 3 He answered them, “What did Moses
command you?” 4 They said, “Moses allowed a man

to write a certificate of divorce and to send her away.” 5
And Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart
he wrote you this commandment. 6 But from the beginning
of creation, ‘God made them male and female.” 7 ‘Therefore
a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his
wife, 8 and the two shall become one flesh.” So they are no
longer two but one flesh. 9 What therefore God has joined
together, let not man separate.”

10 And in the house the disciples asked him again
about this matter. 11 And he said to them, “Whoever divorc-
es his wife and marries another commits adultery against
her, 12 and if she divorces her husband and marries another,

she commits adultery.”

“And God said let us make mankind in our image, after our
likeness.” — Genesis 1:26

Stained glass, Latin, location unknown (cbeinternational.org)
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1) Discuss:

4) Lament:

5) Confess:

estions:

st consider the cultural milieu in which we
view marriage? What does our culture
s it also teach us about singlehood?

y 24:1, referenced here in this passage,

Matthew 5:32 and 19:9. What is the

passages?

divorce in the ancient world2 It might be
e”. Along these lines, consider reading
irk’s The Triumph of Christianity. How
s’ words here into greater focus?

e in our culture—that it is often entered
tense character work that marriage reg-
the church—that for most of us, divorce
iment the reality of singlehood in our cul-
Lament the reality of singlehood in our
gles in our church. In prayer, mournfully
sctive state of things.

orced or widowed, we have all made

s, yet not have not kept, for whatever
heart, and confess to God your sorrow
er to him or to others. Rest assured that

. If you feel comfortable, share with one

for the singles. Pray for those divorced
ray that we all would be marked not by
mility, and care.




17 And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran
up and knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must
| do to inherit eternal life2” 18 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call
me good? No one is good except God alone. 19 You know the command-
ments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false
witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.”” 20 And he said to him,
“Teacher, all these | have kept from my youth.” 21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved
him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor,
and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 22 Disheartened by the saying,
he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

23 And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those
who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were amazed at his
words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God!
25 Itis easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter
the kingdom of God.” 26 And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who
can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with
God. For all things are possible with God.” 28 Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left
everything and followed you.” 29 Jesus said, “Truly, | say to you, there is no one who has
left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for
the gospel, 30 who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and
sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal
life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”
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32 And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and
Jesus was walking ahead of them. And they were amazed, and those who
followed were afraid. And taking the twelve again, he began to tell them what
was fo happen to him, 33 saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the
Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will
condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. 34 And they will mock him
and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.”

35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher,
we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he said to them, “What do you want
me to do for you?2” 37 And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your
left, in your glory.” 38 Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to
drink the cup that | drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which | am baptized2” 39 And
they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that | drink you will drink, and
with the baptism with which | am baptized, you will be baptized, 40 but to sit at my right hand or at
my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 41 And when the ten
heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 42 And Jesus called them to him and said
to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their
great ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be
great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be first among you must be slave of
all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom
for many.”

46 And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a great
crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. 47 And when
he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on mel” 48 And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more,
“Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49 And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called
the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.” 50 And throwing off his cloak,
he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?”
And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” 52 And Jesus said to him, “Go
your way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him
on the way.




Disc

1) Reflect: On the roa
faith, what has amaze
How do you see your
verses of Jesus and his
the effort to get to kno

2) Discern: While it we
34 for us to seek bein
to ask: “How is your C
square, and how is yo
city?” If there is no ch
because our Christian
services or mid-week

3) Confess: Being full
identify with James an
power within the kingc
by power, by what els
vance, autonomy; fa

4) Discern: What is ©
move out further in se

5) Meditate: How are
this week? How are
and guidance? Medi

6) Meditate: What we
your cloak and spring
confession, small-gro
professional counseli



12 And he began to
speak to them in parables. A man
planted a vineyard and put a fence
around it and dug a pit for the winepress
and built a tower, and leased it to tenants and
went into another country. 2 When the season
came, he sent a servant to the tenants to get from them
some of the fruit of the vineyard. 3 And they took him and
beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 4 Again he sent
to them another servant, and they struck him on the head and
treated him shamefully. 5 And he sent another, and him they
killed. And so with many others: some they beat, and some
they killed. 6 He had still one other, a beloved son. Finally
he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” 7 But
those tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let
us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.” 8 And they took
him and killed him and threw him out of the vineyard. 9 What
will the owner of the vineyard do@ He will come and destroy
the tenants and give the vineyard to others. 10 Have you not
read this Scripture:

“’The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

11 this was the Lord’s doing,

and it is marvelous in our eyes’2”

12 And they were seeking to arrest him but feared the peo-
ple, for they perceived that he had told the parable against
them. So they left him and went away.
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13 And they sent to him M
some of the Pharisees and some of
the Herodians, to trap him in his talk. 14
And they came and said to him, “Teacher,
we know that you are true and do not care
about anyone’s opinion. For you are not swayed
by appearances, but truly teach the way of God. Is
it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not2 Should we pay
them, or should we not2” 15 But, knowing their hypocrisy,
he said to them, “Why put me to the testg Bring me a denar-
ius and let me look at it.” 16 And they brought one. And he
said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this2” They
said to him, “Caesar’s.” 17 Jesus said to them, “Render to
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things
that are God'’s.” And they marveled at him.
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18 And Sadducees came fo him, who say that there is Ma

no resurrection. And they asked him a question, saying, 19 “Teacher,

Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife, but

leaves no child, the man must take the widow and raise up offspring for his
brother. 20 There were seven brothers; the first took a wife, and when he died
left no offspring. 21 And the second took her, and died, leaving no offspring. And
the third likewise. 22 And the seven left no offspring. Last of all the woman also died.
23 In the resurrection, when they rise again, whose wife will she be@ For the seven had
her as wife.” 24 Jesus said to them, “Is this not the reason you are wrong, because you know
neither the Scriptures nor the power of God? 25 For when they rise from the dead, they nei-
ther marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 26 And as for the dead
being raised, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the passage about the bush, how
God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob’@ 27 He is not God of the dead, but of the living. You are quite wrong.”

28 And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and
seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most important
of all2” 29 Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the
Lord is one. 30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.” 31 The second is this: “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these.” 32 And the
scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and there is no
other besides him. 33 And to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding and
with all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt
offerings and sacrifices.” 34 And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him,
“You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared to ask him any more
questions.

35 And as Jesus taught in the temple, he said, “How can the scribes say that the Christ
is the son of David2 36 David himself, in the Holy Spirit, declared,

“'The Lord said to my Lord,

“Sit at my right hand,

until | put your enemies under your feet.”’

37 David himself calls him Lord. So how is he his song” And the great throng heard him
IGC” g
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38 And in his teaching Mark
he said, “Beware of the scribes, who
like to walk around in long robes and
like greetings in the marketplaces 39 and
have the best seats in the synagogues and the
places of honor at feasts, 40 who devour widows’
houses and for a pretense make long prayers. They
will receive the greater condemnation.”

41 And he sat down opposite the treasury and
watched the people putting money into the offering box.
Many rich people put in large sums. 42 And a poor wid-
ow came and put in two small copper coins, which make
a penny. 43 And he called his disciples to him and said to
them, “Truly, | say to you, this poor widow has put in more
than all those who are contributing to the offering box. 44
For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out
of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to
live on.”
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11 Now when they drew M
near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and
Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus
sent two of his disciples 2 and said to them,
“Go into the village in front of you, and imme-
diately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on
which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 3 If
anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this’ say, ‘The
Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediate-
ly.”” 4 And they went away and found a colt tied at a door
outside in the street, and they untied it. 5 And some of those
standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying
the colte” 6 And they told them what Jesus had said, and
they let them go. 7 And they brought the colt to Jesus and
threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. 8 And many spread
their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branch-
es that they had cut from the fields. 9 And those who went
before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 10 Blessed
is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the
highest!”

11 And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple.
And when he had looked around at everything, as it was
already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.

Y
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And you shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart

and with all your soul

and with all your mind

and with all your strength.
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