THE GOSPEL OF MARK._

Con’rinuing on along the seasonal jour-
ney of Lent, towards our ultimate destination of

Jerusalem, we come upon Jesus’ fascinating discussion =
with the rich man in Mark 10, replete with one of the New A =1
Testament’s most memorable lines: “It is easier for a camel to go A8
through the eye of a needle...” =

In speaking to the rich man, Jesus makes clear that following him s
entails a totality of surrender that, if we're honest, feels just as uncomfortable for
us as it did for the rich man 2000 years ago. And so, if we don't feel at least some
discomfort in meditating upon this text, then we're probably not sitting quietly enough witt
it, nor reading ourselves deeply enough through it. iR I

And yet, if ever the gloom of the rich man should threaten to undo us, let us hear those i
loving words of our faithful Good Teacher: “With man it is impossible, but not with

all things are possible with God.” ky‘ﬁ’r @4
5w 3

17 And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt be- m:ﬁ
fore him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal ' e
life2” 18 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good2 No one is Lol |
good except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘Do not i @ 4
murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false Fl RST f
witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.”” @ a {rrisT SRSl /
20 And he said to him, “Teacher, all these | have kept v

from my youth.” 21 And Jesus, looking at him,




loved him, and said to him,

“You lack one thing: go, sell all

that you have and give to the poor,

and you will have treasure in heaven;
and come, follow me.” 22 Disheartened
by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he
had great possessions.

23 And Jesus looked around and said to his disci-
ples, “How difficult it will be for those who have wealth
to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were
amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, “Chil-
dren, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than
for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 And they
were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who
can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With
man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are
possible with God.” 28 Peter began to say to him, “See, we
have left everything and followed you.” 29 Jesus said, “Tru-
ly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers
or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake
and for the gospel, 30 who will not receive a hundredfold
now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers
and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to
come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and
the last first.”

Commentary Notes: Juestions:
v. 17. Moving through Judea on his journey towards Reflect:

Jerusalem, Jesus is interrupted by the question that is still the

most important religious inquiry for many, including some in nto you in the

the church: “What must | do to inherit eternal life2” Generally

speaking, running was considered undignified in ancient
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vv. 19-21. Note that in Jesus’
reference to the Decalogue, the 10
commandments from Exodus 20
and Deuteronomy 5, he lists those
commands that deal with human
relationships. And, in adding the
command to sell everything and give
to the poor, Jesus again defines our
relationship to heaven in terms of our
human relationships. This fact seems
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to balance our passage, suggesting that
just as we can by no means inherit eternal
life by our good works, so we also can
by no means speak of eternal life apart

from a faith that works: our faith in Christ is

inextricably linked to the good works that
to which he has called us.

So then, gazing upon the man in
love, Jesus makes clear—through a dis-
cussion of human relationship—what one
thing this man lacked in his relationship to
Christ: the full surrender and utter reliance
upon God that is true discipleship.

vv. 22-28. The man’s “face fell” is
a weak translation to express the rare
Greek verb otuyvalw (stugnazo): it refers
to a “gloom or darkness” brought on by
something “shocking or appalling.” Note,
also, that it is cognate (related by root)
with something “hated or despicable.”
So Stuart’s English translation would be:
“galled and appalled, gloomy and fumy,
he went away vexed and distressed.”

Why? Because the love of riches is
indeed that debilitating to going deeper in
discipleship. It demands a miracle.

vv. 29-31. In God’s economy, where
the first are last and the last are first, there
is a marvelous math of multiplication that
is calculated in the class of discipleship,
on the abacus of suffering and persecu-
tion. Such is the call to “follow him.”
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